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With Your Support, We Are Rising from the Ashes
ON SEPTEMBER 16, 2012, a fire raged 

through the VOA Young Men’s Transition 

Home, resulting in a complete loss. Today, 

great progress is being made to rebuild 

this facility, which we expect to open in 

the Spring of 2013. The home will have 

the capacity to house 14 young men be-

tween the ages 18–24, who have been 

referred through Volunteers of America, 

Utah’s Homeless Youth Resource Center, 

Division of Child and Family Services, and 

Emma’s Story ... From Helplessness to Independence
EMMA arrived in the Young Women’s Transition Home six months prior to her twentieth 

birthday. Living with a disability since birth, she had been kicked out of her family home, 

been in an abusive relationship, and after a long series of events, found herself home-

less. Within two months of moving into the transition home, Emma began working on 

her GED and secured a paid internship through the LYFE program of the Department 

of Workforce Services. With the assistance of a Volunteers of America, Utah case 

manager, she applied for housing through the Salt Lake County Housing Authority and 

was accepted. She is currently in her own apartment, doing well, and using public trans-

portation with a free, three-year bus pass she received due to her disability. She will 

continue to receive case management for two years to ensure her success.
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through other community connections.

“The Volunteers of America Young Men’s 

Transition Home offers a supportive path 

from street to self-sufficiency,” said Zach 

Bale, Vice President of External Relations. 

“It provides education and employment 

support while mentoring critical life skills 

for these young men.” 

The Young Men’s Transition Home will 

prevent homeless youth from becoming 

homeless adults. It will show them a door-

way to hope. If you are interested in help-

ing with this project, please contact Zach 

Bale via e-mail at zach.bale@voaut.org 

or by calling 801-363-9414, ext 585.
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Giving Thanks
A Message From Kathy Bray, President of Volunteers of America, Utah

The abundance of 

fall is upon us, and 

we couldn’t feel 

more gratitude for 

you and everything 

you do. Volunteers 

of America, Utah is very fortunate 

to be the recipient of your continued 

support. Our Silver Spurs Gala was 

a sold-out success, with donations 

increasing 36% from our event just 

one year ago. These funds will go a 

long way in supporting our substance 

abuse, counseling, and homeless 

youth programs. We would especially 

like to thank our events committee and 

board members who really stepped 

forward to make this night a success. 

And, it wouldn’t have been possible to 

have such a successful night without 

our event and table sponsors: Adobe, 

American Roofing, Blake Wade, Big 

D-Construction, Bob Lake, CIT Bank, 

GE Capital, George Nikopoulos, The 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 

Saints, Questar, Salt Lake Chamber, 

Select Health, Sheraton Salt Lake City 

Hotel, and The Road Home. I want you 

to know how much we appreciate you 

and thank you.

Volunteers of America was also part 

of the United Way Day of Caring. We 

would like to thank the employees 

of Adobe Systems who painted our 

Homeless Youth Resource Center, 

Hyper X Media who completed a major 

yard and shed clean-up for our Young 

Women’s Transition Home, and MHTN 

Architects who completed landscap-

ing in front of our new Adult Detoxifica-

tion Center.

Our mission is to uplift all people. We 

are eager to jump in and change the 

lives of people in our community who 

are the most vulnerable. Volunteers of 

America prides itself in always step-

ping forward when the task is most dif-

ficult. And honestly, it is all of you who 

enable us to succeed at this mission. 

Your donations and generosity make it 

possible for us to do what we do.

Thank You, 
American Express

AT OUR SILVER SPURS GALA, American 

Express received The Spirit of Giving Award. 

This award honors a corporation or founda-

tion that has demonstrated extraordinary 

giving and dedication to the mission of Vol-

unteers of America and the people we serve.

Since 1998, American Express Center for 

Community Development has provided 

more than $450,000 to the programs 

of Volunteers of America that serve low-

income residents, people experiencing 

homelessness and those who are chal-

lenged by addiction. American Express 

has been a big supporter of our special 

events, provided numerous free quality 

professional trainings, encouraged dedi-

cated board members and supported their 

employees in volunteer service. In addi-

tion, they provided a grant to research 

best practices for homeless youth services.
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You Can Help Keep Homeless Youth 
Warm and Fed This Holiday Season
MARTHA CROOK, dedicated board mem-

ber of Volunteers of America, Utah, is  

heading up our annual “Fill the Pack” pro-

gram, which seeks to provide a backpack 

filled with necessities and a holiday sur-

prise for homeless young people in our 

community. 

Your donation can provide a backpack for 

a homeless youth, filled with hand warm-

ers, hygiene items, hat, gloves, fleece 

blanket, and a gift card for food. Your do-

nation can also provide a day of valuable 

services to youth living on the streets. 

Some of these include an intake evalua-

tion; assistance with food, clothing, and 

housing; as well as an opportunity to do 

their laundry or take a shower. In addi-

tion, our case managers work with them 

to obtain identification, assistance with 

education and help with employment 

services.

Each year, hundreds of people help youth 

find their way to a better life by provid-

ing meals, clothing, and job and housing 

help. Give today—contact Cat Rogers via 

cat.rogers@voaut.org to help!

FILL THE PACK

Donate to Candy Cane Corner
VOLUNTEERS OF AMERICA, UTAH is proud 

to have helped families for more than 

16 years at Candy Cane Corner. Each 

holiday season, The Road Home, YWCA 

Utah and Volunteers of America, Utah, 

provide assistance to families participat-

ing in our shelter and housing programs. 

Parents come to Candy Cane Corner with 

their case managers and select gifts for 

their families from the store. This gives 

them an opportunity to “shop” for cloth-

ing, toys and household items, choosing 

from the hundreds of new items donated 

by our community. 

Every child and adult receives a new 

outfit from the store. Children also re-

ceive toys, books and a stocking. Each 

A donation of $100 can provide a 
day of valuable services to youth 
living on the streets as well as a 
holiday backpack filled with the 
following:. New backpack (school size). $5 gift cards (Smiths, Walmart, 

Wendy’s, and McDonald’s). Hand warmers. Small first aid kit. Socks. Beanie (dark color). Gloves (dark color). Fleece Blanket

DONATE TODAY at 
www.voaut.org/FillthePack!

family also receives a needed household 

gift such as a set of towels or an alarm 

clock—simple items we take for granted. 

This program is only possible because of 

the generous support of our community. 

To learn more about this program and to 

find a list of needed items, visit our web-

site at www.candycanecornerslc.org.

Martha Crook and Mandi Keller
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